
 

 

Major-General John Stark  

(August 28, 1728 – May 8, 1822)  

He served during the French and Indian War and the Revolutionary War. He became known as 
the "Hero of Bennington" for his exemplary service at the Battle of Bennington in 1777. 

Historian Mark M. Boatner once wrote of Stark, 

“ As a commander of New England militia, Stark had one rare and priceless quality: he knew the 
limitations of his men. They were innocent of military training, undisciplined, and unenthusiastic 
about getting shot. With these men he killed over 200 of Europe's vaunted regulars led by 
British General Burgoyne and German Lieutenant Colonel Baum with a loss of 14 Americans 
killed. (at The Battle of Bennington)” 

Stark's action contributed to the surrender of Burgoyne's northern army after the Battles of 
Saratoga by raising American morale, by keeping the British from getting supplies, and by 
subtracting several hundred men from the enemy order of battle. Stark reported 14 killed and 
42 wounded. Of Baum's 374 professional soldiers, only nine men escaped. For this feat Stark 
won his coveted promotion to brigadier general in the Continental Army on October 4, 1777. 



`Another version has Stark rallying his troops with the cry, "There are your enemies, the Red 
Coats and the Tories. They are ours, or this night Molly Stark sleeps a widow!" 

After serving with distinction throughout the rest of the war, Stark retired to his farm in 
Derryfield, renamed Manchester in 1810, where he died on May 8, 1822, at the age of 93. 

 


